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Donation Impact 
 

Each day at the sanctuary starts off like many others. Sleepy faces of a dozen dogs greet JJH’s volunteers 
and staff from their beds, followed by long stretches before they meander outside for bathroom breaks. 
Some stay snuggled in bed a bit longer, while others blink away the sleep and welcome the fresh air and 
warm sunbeams. Floors are mopped, heads are scratched and hands are licked with affection as volunteers 
arrive and breakfast time nears.  
 

JJH has made a peaceful, safe and loving place for senior dogs to live out the last stages of life. But the 
stability our organization provides to these lucky canines takes tremendous effort and lots of resources. Each 
day brings several new requests from various organizations and individuals asking,“Can you help this senior 
dog?” or  “We are desperate and they need a place right away.” For some, the only alternative is death.  
 

JJH would like to instantly answer every plea with a resounding “Yes!” However, each request comes with 
careful consideration around the dog’s situation and our organization’s ability to help them. 
 

Our most pressing obstacle is having sufficient financial resources to provide support. Senior dogs require 
substantial funding for their medical care needs compared to others. Their bodies are often worn out, and 
senior dogs who come to JJH have oftentimes not received recent veterinary care, meaning that their 
medical history is unknown. Supportive care can help dogs thrive in their golden years. But assessing the 
dogs’ medical needs and care plans comes with costly diagnostic testing. Medications and dental care 
(including expensive teeth extractions) are often needed for essentially every senior dog that comes to JJH.  
 

We have navigated the challenges of providing this costly care thanks to the support of generous individual 
donors and community relationships. The funding received has allowed JJH to say that magical three letter 
word “YES!” to more and more senior dogs in need. 
 
The Impact 
 

Philanthropic support helps dogs like Diesel, who came to JJH 
from a local humane society. With kennels filling up daily by 
younger, adoptable dogs, Diesel occupied valuable space at the 
shelter with few prospects. He also required thousands of dollars 
worth of surgery to repair his hip dysplasia. An impossible 
decision needed to be made.  We were contacted and listened 
carefully as they described a situation to us that only just a year 
before we had been unable to help a similar dog in need. But this 
time was different and we knew we could say “Yes!” to giving 
Diesel a second chance.  
 

Despite a tight budget, JJH’s reach has grown since its establishment. The donations we’ve received have 
helped to cover the costs of saving dogs like Diesel from grave alternatives. With philanthropic support, 
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Diesel received the hip surgery and recovered in foster care with 12 weeks of physical therapy. His foster 
family fell in love with him, and decided to make Diesel’s stay something that would last forever. 

 

At the same time that we were working on a plan for Diesel’s 
surgery we were also coordinating care for Lillian.  Lillian came to 
the sanctuary, her history completely unknown. She had wandered 
throughout the streets of Chicago, flea-infested and malnourished 
until she was too emaciated to go on. She ended up at animal 
control where she was stabilized and then transferred here.  With 
Lillian we started from square one with vaccinations, a senior 
blood panel, full grooming and proper nutrition.  
Lillian also needed her urine checked as we discovered she felt a 
frequent urgency to urinate.  When those tests came back 
negative we also had an ultrasound done of her bladder to search 

for tumors or stones commonly associated with her symptoms.  Luckily, Lillian’s test results all came back 
normal, which allowed JJH’s medical team to focus on Lilian’s other ailments. She was in desperate need of 
dental care.  Plagued with infections, severe tartar, missing several teeth and suffering with putrid-smelling 
breath; Lillian’s discomfort was illustrated with every waking moment.  
 

Just a few short weeks after Diesel’s surgery, Lillian also had a procedure, which removed 19 teeth and left 
her with only 6 remaining teeth. Lillian’s immediate relief was obvious following her surgery. With pain 
medications and antibiotics she became a different dog, full of spunk and playful energy. 
 

It is stories like these that give us hope.   
 
Future Goals 
 

Costly procedures and medical services can significantly deplete JJH’s medical budget, but they are also a 
measure of the impact our organization has made since its inception in 2021. Each dollar received has 
allowed us to take in senior dogs like Diesel or Lillian and provide them with the extensive and expensive 
medical care needed to alleviate their pain and suffering. 
 

Donation dollars are used in a variety of ways.  Most importantly donations go directly towards sustaining the 
sanctuary and caring for the beloved dogs that call JJH home. Whether it is used to provide routine care, 
vaccinations, important diagnostics, nutritional meals, pain relieving surgeries or to keep the lights on; your 
generosity helps us do all of this and so much more. 
 

Philanthropic support allows JJH to take on the higher costs associated with caring for elderly dogs. As a 
community-based nonprofit, our organization understands the reality that we cannot save all dogs in need. 
But with donor and fundraising support, we can feel confident in saying “YES!” to giving senior dogs a 
chance to live their final days with dignity and respect in a place where they are valued and provided with the 
same unconditional love these companions bestow upon humans. JJH is able to make a difference in these 
dogs’ lives because of the support we receive. 
 

With heartfelt gratitude, 
Rachel Leuzinger, Executive Director, Jane’s Journey Home for Dogs 
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Letter from the Leaders: Dr. Miranda Braithwaite “Dr. B” 

 

Dr. Miranda Braithwaite graduated from the University of Wisconsin School of 
Veterinary Medicine with a doctorate of veterinary medicine (DVM) and a master’s 
degree of public health (MPH). She is the veterinarian and owner of SagePet Home 
Veterinary Care. Dr. B is a member of the International Association of Animal Hospice 
and Palliative Care, American Veterinary Medical Association, Wisconsin Veterinary 
Medical Association, the Dane County Veterinary Medical Association, and the 
Association of Exotic Mammal Veterinarians. 
 

For several years, Dr. B has been privileged to provide in-home euthanasia and 
quality-of-life consultations for pets. She is a firm believer in compassionate end-of-life 
care. Most recently, Dr. B completed a year-long certification in animal hospice and 
palliative care. This training has given her advanced skills in providing comfort care for 
pets along the journey toward the end of their life, as well as support for their people. 
 

“Caring for senior dogs comes with much joy, the looming fear of loss and great responsibility. I’ve always felt a 
great responsibility for the well-being of my patients and I see myself as their voice and advocate. This is no 
different for the residents at Jane’s Journey Home for Dogs. I take it as a great honor to be on their team, and I 
appreciate the opportunity to have some space to let you all in on my philosophy of care.  
 

When I plan for the care of pets, I always try to take a holistic approach. This becomes so much more salient 
when we consider the care of the seniors residing in our sanctuary. In addition to considering the whole emotional, 
social and physical needs of the pet themselves, we must also consider resources available to us and create a 
careful balance between the wellness of the pet in consideration and the well-being of the group. It can be difficult, 
but is essential, to remember that we must also be stewards of the group as a whole as well as the individual.  
 

From the creation of the sanctuary, it has always been important to make sure our senior 
residents have timely access to proper veterinary care. I draw on my experience and 
advanced training in hospice and palliative care to guide the overall care of the dogs. My 
role is to help advise on which dogs we can take on ,and once they arrive, I work with 
Rachel and the team to create a pathway plan for them. I then visit monthly to monitor each 
dog, and I am in conversation throughout the month as needed. Whenever the dogs need 
care I cannot provide at the sanctuary, we reach out to our local veterinary partners. 
 

At the center of every decision we make is the overall well-being and quality of life for our 
dogs. We do our best to diagnose any underlying conditions they may have, and we treat 
them appropriately. We also keep a close eye on their daily habits and any signs of pain. 
The most difficult conversations we have revolve around when to allow our residents to 
pass with dignity and grace. I assure you that these decisions are made with the utmost care and consideration.  
 

I see each animal as an individual being worthy of love and care simply because they exist, and I grow to love the 
dogs I care for at Jane’s Journey Home for Dogs. How, then, can we reconcile our love for them, our deep 
appreciation for them as individuals, and our need to focus on quality of life because their time here is so short? I 
often struggle to understand how these two opposing truths can exist. Someone once said that their lives are so 
short because they have it all figured out, they are going somewhere better.  
 

What I know is that euthanasia (meaning ‘good death’ in Greek) is an incredible gift of peace and rest that we can 
offer our closest companions. I have always prioritized this service, and I even sought extra training in this field. 
Animals have given so much to me throughout my life, and I see it as my way to give back to them. I have been 
performing in-home euthanasia since 2018, and I have been part of some absolutely soul-filling transitions. There 
is nothing more special than sitting around the fire, encircling an elderly dog, and sending them peacefully on their 
way knowing that we, their care team, have done everything in our power to keep them comfortable before they 
head on to her next adventure.” 
 

– Dr. Miranda Braithwaite – 
DVM, MPH, CHPV 

                                                                          https://thesagepet.com/ 
SagePet Home Veterinary Care   
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JJH Resident Spotlights 
 

JoJo 
 

JoJo came to JJH after his long-time owner and best buddy passed away 
during the summer of 2024. JoJo was left terribly confused and depressed, as 
pets devote their whole lives to being with their families. When their owners 
are no longer there, they all too often struggle to find purpose again.  
 

JoJo was immensely lonely and frequently shook from fear of the unknown. At 
14 years old, he had a minimal likelihood of being adopted, and the stress of 
shelter life only deepened his fear and depression. JoJo was placed at a 
humane society, which thankfully reached out to JJH right away to provide this 
precious little man the peaceful retirement home and dedicated love he 
deserved. 

JJH’s staff and volunteers knew that it would take time for JoJo's heart to heal from the loss of everything he once 
knew. He received daily reassurance that he had a safe place, and that he was accepted, treasured and always loved. 
Over time, the light in JoJo’s face gradually returned, and he began wagging his tail.  
 

JoJo was not one for complaining, so it took a thorough examination by our sanctuary veterinarian to determine that he 
was experiencing some pretty significant, untreated medical issues that were dragging him down. Lab work and testing 
found that JoJo suffered from chronic blood pressure issues, renal disease, protein in his urine, and eventually 
diagnosed him with Cushing’s disease. His health explained why this little dog was so tired all the time! 
 

With proper medications and a prescription diet, JoJo became more and more social. He loves his covered nook, which 
rests right beside the fireplace. He is also happy to hop out and greet volunteers and staff on his short, crooked legs 
with a happy tail wag. 
 

The positive changes in JoJo show that companionship, appropriate medical care and a peaceful environment can 
make a significant difference. The JJH sanctuary strives to create a homelike setting for its senior dogs. JoJo’s 
experience has reaffirmed the belief that our nonprofit organization can have tremendous impacts by listening to what 
these senior souls tell us. 

Percy 
 

Percy came to JJH in June 2023. An overcrowded animal shelter in Rockford, Illinois, 
sent a desperate email seeking help with a number of senior dogs. Their simple, 
matter-of-fact plea stated, “We are at capacity and struggling to find placement for 
dogs. For the first time in many years, we are considering euthanizing due to space. 
Please help if you can.” 
 

Percy was one of three senior dogs that JJH welcomed from that shelter. The dogs had 
lived their entire lives together, and we couldn’t fathom separating them. JJH volunteers 
and staff quickly dubbed this trio as the Three Amigos.  
 

Percy was the oldest of the three and was due to turn 15 years old that coming August. 
He was the equivalent of a 95-year-old man. It was obvious from the start that Percy 
was a stoic old gent. His fellow Three Amigos looked to Percy for reassurance. They 
wouldn't eat until he ate, and they wouldn’t lay down and relax until Percy did so. Percy 
has become the quiet reassurance at the sanctuary that everyone needed. 
 

Percy’s medical care has been surprisingly minimal. Despite his advanced age, his only 
supportive medications have been for arthritis and occasional bouts of pancreatitis. His body does not reflect his age! 
 

Percy loves going on long leisurely walks with volunteers and sprawling out on the queen-sized bed in the sanctuary. 
His favorite spot in the summer is a loveseat placed just inside the garage door, so that he can lounge and catch the 
fresh outdoor breeze from his comfy perch. He can often be found resting his head on a pillow, upon his favorite stuffed 
sea turtle, or watching the comings and goings of dogs and people with peaceful consideration.  
 

JJH’s staff and volunteers appreciation for this steadfast retriever runs deep. Percy has become a cornerstone of our 
senior pack, and he continues to encourage us all to just pause and appreciate the beautiful life we have together. 
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Canine Health Highlights 

Hospice Vs. Palliative Canine Care 

Hospice and palliative care are often conflated, but the two are not the same. Common misunderstandings can hinder 
the ability for seriously ill dogs to have a comforting, meaningful end of life. Knowing when a dog is appropriate for 
palliative or hospice care can make a vast difference in their final life chapter.  
 

Differences 
 

* Hospice is often called end-of-life care, meaning the final stages of a terminal illness are approaching, with months or 
a year of life remaining. In humans, a person becomes eligible for hospice when they are approaching the last six 
months of life. For dogs, that end-of-life trajectory can be less predictable, with days or months of life remaining.  
 

* Palliative care is commonly called serious illness or supportive care. Unlike hospice, palliative care can be provided 
essentially at the onset of a serious or chronic illness alongside curative treatments and life-prolonging care.  
 

Similarities 
 

Hospice and palliative care both focus on providing pain and symptom management for canines with serious and 
terminal illnesses. The goal is to provide quality, supportive care as an illness progresses, creating an environment of 
peace and comfort based on individualized needs. This can include assessing and addressing a variety of medical, 
physical, emotional and social needs. 
 

Determining quality in hospice and palliative care involves understanding an individual’s goals and wishes. Though 
canines can’t voice what is important to them, their physical state can give indicators of their emotional well-being. 
Evaluating quality of life in serious and terminally ill dogs includes assessments around appetite, hydration, dental and 
skin hygiene, mobility and energy levels, as well as feces and urine quality. The level of care is ongoingly evaluated as 
a dog’s condition changes or declines. 
 

Canine Health Enrichments 
Dental health is vitally important to a dog’s overall well-being. Over 80% of dogs have some degree of periodontal 
disease by the age of 3.  Various studies have found that dogs with poor dental hygiene have increased risks of 
developing more serious conditions and can even shorten a dog’s lifespan. 
 

Dental Health Risks 
 

While dental issues are common in aging canines, they can lead to a variety of painful conditions if left untreated. Risks 
include gum disease, tooth decay, bacteria buildup in the bloodstream, pain, difficulty eating, weight loss and even 
systemic infections that can spread to major organs such as the heart, liver and kidneys.(Nearly all of the senior dogs 
that come to JJH have some type of dental issue.) 

 
Dental Health Navigation 

 

Ongoing attention and maintenance is key to canine dental health. Home dental care such as regular teeth brushing 
and a balanced diet can curb tooth decay. 
 

Dental chews recommended byThe Veterinary Oral Health Council (VOHC) in between brushing can also be beneficial. 
Consult with a veterinarian first to determine which kinds may be the most appropriate for your pet. 
 

Early detection of dental problems by a veterinarian at annual exams can go a long way in helping a dog have a good 
quality of life. 

What to Watch For 
 

Dental conditions can appear in dogs in a variety of ways. They often appear over time and can be difficult to detect 
until they have already caused damage. Common signs include bad breath, swelling of the face or jaw, buildup of 
plaque and tartar, bleeding, red or swollen gums, and teeth that are yellow, brown, loose, broken or missing.  
 

Behavioral changes can also be an indicator of dental issues. Watch out for excessive drooling, reduced appetite or 
aversion to chewing food, pawing at the face or mouth, frequent head shaking and gnawing of inappropriate objects 
(such as furniture). Other behavioral aspects can include lethargy, lack of interest in toys or activities, and excessive 
sneezing and nasal discharge.  If you see any of these signs don’t wait, contact your veterinarian. 
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JJH Community: Getting Involved 

Baraboo Murder Mystery Weekend - Downtown Baraboo 
Saturday, April 5th 10 a.m. – 4 p.m. 
Sunday, April 6th 10am – 2pm 
 

Baraboo Mystery Weekend is a fun, interactive event happening April 
5–6, 2025. It is a bit of mystery theater, a game of Clue and a 
scavenger hunt all rolled into one! Tickets are $10 and proceeds from 
the event go to Jane’s Journey Home for Dogs as this year’s chosen 
charitable organization.  Get your tickets HERE! 
 
Downtown Baraboo Spring Fair on The Square 
Saturday, May 10th 9am – 4pm 
 

The Fair on the Square, a one-day event unlike any other, has been a tradition for more than 30 years. Visitors descend 
upon the downtown square to participate in the festivities and shop for some of the most elegant handmade crafts. 
Nearly 200 crafters, artists and photographers participate in selling and exhibiting their original products. A wide variety 
of food vendors serve up their delicious lunches and treats, making sure you have the energy to explore the fair and 
this beautiful town. The Baraboo Farmers Market will also be there to provide locally grown produce! Stop by the JJH 
booth to grab your official Jane’s Journey Home for Dogs merchandise and chat with our volunteers. 
 
Planting for Paws - On Site at JJH 
Saturday, May 17th 9am-1pm 
 

Come join us on site at Jane’s Journey Home for Dogs to help plant this year’s produce crops! An interactive day 
working outside on our beautiful grounds that will benefit the well being of all the residents who enter the sanctuary. 
Bring gloves and plan to get dirty! Afterwards, wind down with an evening bonfire and karaoke in the barn. This is a 
great opportunity for students who are in need of volunteer hours for school!  
 

Jane’s Journey Home for Dogs 
E12367 County W, Baraboo, WI 53913 

 
Volunteer Orientation 
Join JJH in helping us care for the seniors at the farm. All are welcome! Our next new volunteer orientation is: 

Saturday, April 12th 10:00am – 12:00pm 
Sunday, June 1st 2:00pm - 4:00pm 

 
 

Some of the current volunteer roles in need of the most help include: 
●​ Donation Organizers 

Help sort and photograph in-kind donations with the dogs so we can easily thank our generous supporters. 
●​ Weekend Care Assistant 

This hands-on position contributes comfort and care by feeding and medicating the dogs. Also offers vital 
animal enrichment with play and snuggle time before or after meals. 

●​ Nighttime Neighbors 
Looking for a little quiet time? Nighttime Neighbors spend a little more relaxed time with the dogs during the 
evening hours after dinner and give them their final potty breaks and tuck-ins for the night. 
 

Email journeyhome4dogs@gmail.com for more information on how to participate in these volunteer opportunities! 

 
 

 

Page 6 
 

https://www.baraboomysteryweekend.com/
mailto:journeyhome4dogs@gmail.com


​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​     
Jane’s Journey Home for Dogs Spring 2025 

 
JJH Volunteer Spotlight: Kaleigh Warren 

 
Kaleigh started out as a volunteer at Jane’s Journey 
Home more than a year ago, and she has been a 
consistent light in the eyes of all the residents here at 
the sanctuary.  
 
Every Sunday, we can count on Kaleigh to arrive with 
a loving greeting to all the dogs, ready to provide 
them with companionship. Whether snuggling on the 
couch with our smallest residents, or taking our more 
energetic dogs for a robust walk in the woods, 
Kaleigh is always willing to meet their needs at every 
turn. 
  
Kaleigh and her husband Matt often come together to 
the sanctuary. We are honored that they are 
dedicated to being with the dogs, taking time away 
from their cats Sophie and Luna, as well as from yoga 
activities. Kaleigh is close with her family, and she 
has often shared their stories and brought them out to 
visit on a number of occasions. 
 
“Seeing how happy the dogs are to see and spend time with me brings me a sense of joy I look forward to 
each week” Kaleigh noted. She finds the time spent here rewarding, and each experience with all of the dogs 
who are current and past has held a place in her heart. 

 
Prior to joining JJH, Kaleigh made a promise to herself that she 
wanted to look for a volunteering opportunity with animals. The 
mission of Jane’s Journey Home for Dogs was one that inspired 
her, and Kaleigh knew it was where she wanted to spend her extra 
time.  
 
JJH could not thrive at its current capacity without Kaleigh’s smiling 
face and positive attitude, along with our other volunteers that 
share her passion. Her goals for the future are to continue to spend 
quality time with all the sanctuary residents, and to start helping 
with more events and fundraising efforts.  
 
JJH is sincerely appreciative for Kaleigh’s endless compassion, 
kindness and the very bright light she brings to our dogs and 
humans alike. 
 

Thank you, Kaleigh! 
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Donation Opportunities 
Each and every one of our successes are made possible through your gifts and support. We thank you so much for 
your connection in helping to sustain JJH’s goal and mission to redesign views of senior animal care while focusing 
on quality of life and happiness for our most loyal companions. Check out the latest donation opportunities below for 
ways you can help support these loving animals as they age. 
 

NEW DONATION OPTIONS! 
 

Now you can choose where your donation dollars go! 
 

●​ General Fund 
This fund is our most versatile and allows 
us to direct funds where they are needed 
most.  

●​ Medical Fund 
Our medical fund is used to cover 
diagnostics, medications, and quality of 
life procedures and surgeries. Excess 
medical funds will help round out our 
general fund when needed. 

●​ Dental Fund 
Dentals are a vital part of a senior dog’s 
quality of life. This fund will allow us to 
take in more dogs that need this important 
procedure and provide care to residents 
quickly.  Excess dental funds will help 
round out our general fund when needed. 
 

●​ Monthly Sustainer 
Sign up for a small monthly donation and help 
care for senior dogs in a big way! Monthly 
sustainers help us budget for important daily 
care and medications. 

 

●​ Memorial Tributes & Honorary Giving 
Make a donation in memory of a beloved pet that 
has passed or in honor of a family member or friend 
that shares your passion for pets 

Merchandise Store 
 

We've partnered with WI based, family operated company Geiger Awards & Apparel to offer you all the JJH swag 
you might want!Get all your favorite old dog swag from t-shirts and hoodies to tanks and tumblers right HERE.  
 
Proceeds from the sale of JJH merchandise will go towards helping us provide important medical care and 
comfort to the senior dogs at the sanctuary. Plus, when you sport our high quality swag around town, you tell 
everyone how much you care about senior dogs and that old does not mean obsolete!  

To donate visit our website at: www.journeyhome4dogs.com 
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Our Initiatives 

Jane's Journey Home for Dogs, Inc. is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization which relies on donations and 
fundraising activities to provide medical care and sanctuary to aging dogs for the remainder of their lives. 
 
JJH is dedicated to supporting aging dogs and special needs pets through community outreach and 
education. First and foremost, we provide a retirement home with palliative and hospice care for geriatric 
dogs near the end of life. And when the time comes, JJH provides a painless and peaceful journey to that 
end of life with love and support for our loyal companions. 
 
Contact Us to learn more about how you can help! Any and all contributions are greatly appreciated and will 
help us continuously improve the sanctuary to care for our canine residents. See below for unique ways you 
can start contributing today! 
 
 
 
Sponsorship 
Sponsor a special event and let people know how much your business cares for animals in need. 
Annual Events 

●​ Planting for Paws 
Our annual Spring planting day on the farm! Planting for Paws is the start to our growing season in 
May which will provide produce for us to sell and bring in vital funds to care for the dogs all year long. 
Sponsorship dollars for this event help us feed our hard working volunteers. 

●​ Haunted Trail for Senior Tails 
Set to be our biggest fundraiser of the year, this weekend long October event provides spooky fun for 
the whole family.  Sponsorship dollars for our Haunted Trail go towards entertainment, advertising, 
and other fall related activities. 

●​ 0.5K Senior Dog Dash 
The shortest marathon you’ll ever want to run! Held in early November around the downtown 
Baraboo square, sponsors for this lighthearted event contribute to signage, prizes, and more! 

●​ JJH Calendar 
Heroes come in every age, shape, and size. Senior dogs and local heroes are featured in this wall 
calendar and calendar sponsors are listed on every page. Sponsorship can be secured anytime 
throughout the first half of the year and calendars are released in the fall. 

 
 
 
                                     

Jane’s Journey Home for Dogs 
E12367 County W, Baraboo, WI 53913 

608.408.3239 
JourneyHome4Dogs@gmail.com 

www.journeyhome4dogs.com 
 

Open 10:00 am – 3:00 pm 7 days a week 
 BY APPOINTMENT 
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